Introduction to Biblical Poetry
I. What Books are Included in the “Writings” Section of the Hebrew Bible?
a. Psalms
b. Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes (Wisdom Literature)
c. Poetical Books: Song of Songs, Lamentations
d. Historical Books: Ruth, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles, Esther
e. Daniel
II. Reading Hebrew Poetry
a. Parallelism is a structure used in Hebrew poetry whereby the first line presents a topic and then the second line intensifies or clarifies the meaning.
b. Psalm 117
i. Praise the LORD, all you nations! // Extol him, all you peoples!
ii. 2 For great is his steadfast love toward us, // and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!
c. Psalm 93
i. The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty;// the LORD is robed, he is girded with strength. 
ii. He has established the world;// it shall never be moved;
iii. 2 your throne is established from of old;// you are from everlasting.
iv. 3 The floods have lifted up, O LORD,// the floods have lifted up their voice;// the floods lift up their roaring.
v. 4 More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,// more majestic than the waves of the sea,// majestic on high is the LORD!
vi. 5 Your decrees are very sure;// holiness befits your house,// O LORD, forevermore.
d. Proverbs 15
i. 1 A soft answer turns away wrath,// but a harsh word stirs up anger.
ii. 2 The tongue of the wise dispenses knowledge,// but the mouths of fools pour out folly.
iii. 3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place,// keeping watch on the evil and the good
e. Poetic Structures
i. Chiasm
1. Isaiah 51:4
a. “Listen to me”
i. “my people,”
ii. “my nation,”
b. “give ear to me.”
2. The book of Daniel contains a major chiasm:
a. Daniel 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of 4 future nations
i. Daniel 3: Rescue from the Furnace
1. Daniel 4: Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and fall
2. Daniel 5: Belshazzar’s pride and fall
ii. Daniel 6: Rescue from the Lion’s Den
b. Daniel 7: Daniel’s vision of 4 future nations
ii. Alphabetic Acrostics
1. Psalm 119
2. Lamentations
III. Reading Psalms
a. Structure of the Psalms
i. Book 1: Psalms 1-41
ii. Book 2: Psalms 42-72
iii. Book 3: Psalms 73-89
iv. Book 4: Psalms 90-106
v. Book 5: Psalms 107-150
b. Genres of Psalms
i. Laments
1. Focused on sorry, grief, or distress
2. Examples: Psalms 3, 13
ii. Hymns
1. Praise to God
2. Examples: Psalms 33, 117, 147
iii. Thanksgiving Psalms
1. Thanksgiving to God for an answered prayer or lament
2. Examples: Psalms 30; Jonah 2
iv. Wisdom Psalms
1. Psalms focused on advice, fear of the Lord, and righteousness
2. Examples: 1, 34, 73, 119
v. Royal Psalms
1. Psalms focused on the king of Israel
2. Examples: 2, 132
